22	NADIR  SHAH
occupying himself for a time with the management of his properties,
he went to Mashhad and entered the service of Malik Mafrmud. Mirza
Mahdi gives a most highly coloured and improbable account of Nadir's
actions at this time, stating that, after he had become aware of the extent
of the troubles with which the peoples of Persia were afflicted, he received
a divine inspiration that he was to act as their deliverer.1 Choosing
Kalat, which " was a strong castle and a fortress created by God," as his
headquarters, he collected the Afshars, Kurds and other tribes of the neigh-
bourhood with the object of freeing Persia from her foes. Soon afterwards,
however, the Afshars and Kurds, owing to " the whisperings of Satan,"2
deserted him, some joining Malik Mahmud and others remaining aloof.
Nevertheless, three to four hundred families of the Jalayir tribe,'under
Tahmasp Khan Wakil,8 joined Nadir and remained faithful to him. He
then went to Mashhad and entered into relations with Malik Mahmud
with a view to deceiving him and then bringing about his overthrow.
It seems much more probable that Nadir, instead of being inspired by
patriotic motives at this early stage, really wished to seek advancement
in another sphere, as his further progress in the Abivard district was
rendered impossible by local jealousy and opposition.
Nadir found two Arshar chiefs at Mashhad who, at first, were hostile
to him. He won them over and, it is said, plotted with them to expel
Malik Mahmud.4 It was agreed that the Afshar and Jalayir tribesmen
who were friendly to Nadir should be in readiness for action " on the day
of the Jarid,"6 when he would, while competing in the sport with
Malik Mafrmud, seize the bridle of the latter's horse. This action was
to be the signal for the Afshars and Jalayir to rush up and kill Malik
Malimud and his followers. The plan miscarried, however, because
Nadir, at the critical moment, failed to grasp the bridle of Malik Mahmud's
horse. Malik Mahmud appeared to suspect nothing, and he, in company
with Nadir and the others, returned to Mashhad. Nadir, having reason
to suspect that the two Afshar chiefs were not being faithful to him,
murdered them both when on a hunting expedition. Fearing retribution
from^ Malik Mahmud, he then fled to Abivard, where he endeavoured
to raise a force with which to oppose him.6
1 T.N., p. 18.
1 This is an allusion to Sura CXIV of the Qw'an,
*	He is often called Tahmasp Khan Jalayir.
'T.N., p. 20.
1 For a description of the game of the jarid, see M. von Oppenheim's DasDjerid und das Djerid-
Spiel in Islamica, 1927, pp. 590-617; the reference to the " Giuochi di Canne" in Sir
Thomas Herbert's Trawls in Persia (London, 1928, p. 50) is likewise of interest. Sec also
Sir H. Pottinger's description of the game as played in Baluchistan (Travels in Beloochislan
and Sinde, London, 1816, p. 190).
•	T.N., p. 20.   (I have not followed Mirza Mahdi's account very closely, as much of what he says
seems to be most improbable).

